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Toward Citizenship: 
How a New Story is Emerging in Ontario 

John Lord 
                                       In this keynote address, John Lord will explore how the world is changing. From the U.N.  
                                       Convention to the Ontario Social Inclusion Act, the next generation of families are expecting           
                                       inclusive lives for their sons  and daughters. John will describe how a New Story is emerging in 
Ontario, with citizenship at the core. He will challenge us to consider key elements that need to be in place to enable 
people with disabilities to be full participants and contributors to our communities. 

 
John Lord is a researcher, author, and family member. He has published widely on issues related to innovative 
community supports and social inclusion. He is the co-author of Pathways to Inclusion: Building a New Story with People 
and Communities. His newest book is Friends and Inclusion. He is currently a partner in the Facilitation Leadership 
Group, and is involved with training and consultation with communities that want to build a New Story. He is also the 
founding director of the Centre for Community Based Research in Kitchener. 

 

                                            Five Approaches to Building Relationships: 
                                         The Power of Friends and Inclusion 

                                            Peggy Hutchison, Karen Lord, and John Lord 
                                                         In this session, participants will learn how one family has utilized five different  
                                                        approaches to building relationships with their daughter who has a disability. Based  
                                                        on research and years of experience, Peggy, John and their daughter Karen will  
                                                        outline each approach and its strengths and limitations. Using photos and stories of  
                                                        Karen's life, participants will be inspired to build relationships in all aspects of their  
                                                        own lives. Peggy, John, and Karen's new book Friends and Inclusion will be available  
                                                        to purchase at this session. 
                                                         
                                                        Peggy Hutchison is a retired professor at Brock University and a former advisor of a   
                                                        local People First group. She is co-author of Pathways to Inclusion: Building a New  
                                                       Story with People and Communities. Karen Lord is very involved in her community of  
                                                       Kitchener-Waterloo, where she teaches yoga and works in a cafe. John Lord is a  
                                                       researcher, author, and facilitator. Peggy and John are Karen's parents - the three of  
                                                       them have co-authored a new book that is being released this October -- Friends and  
                                                       Inclusion: Five Approaches to Building Relationships. 
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